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Def ining problems with beautiful solutions…

01 In the news:

02 The residential architect:
Residential Architects Are Passionate About Design
As a residential architect I am passionate about what I do. I love my job and don’t
make compromises to my designs because the project has run out of fee or the client
is being a pain, ultimately my love of inspiring others in residential architecture will
always stand tall over any other obstacle in my professional life. M

03 Tip of the month: Understanding the space:
Ten Questions to ask yourself to create the ultimate brief for you and your architect
when designing any space.
Contemporary Garden Room Extension
gains planning in Ossett: We have
recently received planning permission for this
contemporary garden room extension in Ossett
near Wakefield, West Yorkshire. This garden
room extension demonstrates that you can have
a lot of glass without having a conservatory.
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1. Q. How much space do I really need?

Contemporary Makeover of 1960‘s
Building in Leeds: Planning has recently
been granted for this contemporary makeover of
a 1960‘s building in Leeds. The existing building
is in a Conservation area in Leeds and is in a state
of disrepair. Transform Architects have been
commissioned to turn this beast into a beauty.

the situation is that you require thought as
to how YOU want to live in the space is very
important prior to just creating a box.

This helps you to determine the right amount of
area required to form the space. The answer to
this question will be evident once you have run
through most of the other questions below. The
answer will be determined by length multiplied
by the width. (The length and width are created
in the main by the type and size of furniture you
are looking to put in the space with the addition
of adequate circulation.)

3. Q. How do I make the space warm and
welcoming?
For any space you should consider the internal
lighting with a mixture of wall lighting,
freestanding lighting, pendants and spots. If
you have rooms with spot lights in the ceiling
consider different circuits to allow flexibility in
how the space is lit or even add colour changing
lights to key locations to create warmth.

2. Q. Do I need it to be a flexible space?
This is important, for instance if you are planning
a bedroom you would normally have the bed in a
fixed position therefore no flexibility is required,
if you are creating an open plan kitchen, living
dining space flexibility is key in being able to
accommodate different functions within the
space. We all like space for the tree at Christmas,
not to mention accommodating all those friends
and family that are coming for dinner, sometimes
we just like to change the mood of the space by
moving the seating to accommodate a more
relaxed layout over a more formal one, whatever

4. Q. What do I want the space to say
about me?
What type of impression do you want the space
to give to visitors, contemporary, traditional,
eclectic, budget or accessible?

SERVICES WE OFFER:
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Contemporary New Build Dwelling in
Keighley, West Yorkshire: We received
planning permission for this Contemporary New
Build Dwelling In Keighley, West Yorkshire. The
project is due to start on site in the next couple
of weeks.

PRESS ME TO RE AD FULL AR TICLE:
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Contemporary New Build in Rotherham,
South Yorkshire: We received planning
permission for this Contemporary New Build
Dwelling In Rotherham, South Yorkshire. The
project is due to start on site in late summer this
year.

PRESS ME TO RE AD FULL AR TICLE:

Sectors:

•
•
•
•

Residential
Healthcare
Industrial
Interiors

Types of residential project:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Domestic new build
Refurbishments
Extensions & alterations
Loft conversions
Self builds
Barn conversions
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Internal alterations
Listed building projects
Sustainable design
Eco designs
Contemporary house designs
Traditional house designs
House extension ideas
Disabled adaptations
House renovation ideas
Kitchen extension ideas

5. Q. What is the space going to be used
for?
Determine the function of the space, a snug may
be for social conversation only and therefore a
television is not required but a wood burning
stove may be nice, is the utility going to be for
washing and drying clothes only or do you like to
do the ironing in there also? Whatever the space,
consider what you would ultimately like to do in
there before having it designed.

6. Q. How do I make the space as green
as possible?
Consider all your eco options from the type of
materials used in the construction of the space
to the type of paints you are going to use to
decorate it.

7. Q. What is the overall budget?
One of the most important questions when you
determine how much you want to spend on the
project then work your way backwards from
that figure to make sure you have included for
vat, contingency (15% on a small project up to
25% on a large project)and all the items to finish
the project. Most people do not have an overall
budget which includes soft furnishing, floor and
wall finishes and the all-important electrical
additions we all do not seem to be able to live
without.

8. Q. Is it a shared or dedicated space?
A simple question but it needs consideration.
This helps to form the mood and determine
whether it needs to be flexible or not.

9. Q. What type of furniture do you need
/ want in the space.
Consider everything from fitted furniture to

freestanding. The best way to understand what
a space requires is to undertake this simple
exercise. Write a list of all the items in your house
bathroom including fitted and free standing
furniture, look at all the day to day items within
this bathroom (soaps, shower gels, toothbrushes,
creams, hair dryers, shavers, spare toilet rolls,
towels etc, etc) that have no dedicated space and
find them one, this should help you to determine
how much storage you need and where you need
it. Having considered all of the above the only
job left is determine the size, location and style
of furniture to put into the space to determine
the look and feel you are looking for. You should
have also noticed that if you undertook this
exercise properly it would have taken hours
rather than minutes to complete. These hours
invested in design can save you thousands later
on in the project.

04 The case study:

10. Q. What type of integrated technology
do you want in the space?
There is so much technology that you can
integrate into your new space including user
integrated control, lighting control, media
management,
display
solutions,
sound,
energy management, climate control and
communications. Determinate wants and needs,
get them priced and integrate them into your
budget to make sure you can afford them.

“We design spaces
to accommodate
a function, an
experience or
intent.”
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Project Name: California Dreamin’
Project Location: Mexborough, South Yorkshire
Project Description: An affordable contemporary four bedroom self-build detached house.
Project Aims: The brief was simple, create a contemporary four bedroom dwelling which takes advantage of the hillside views,
environmentally friendly, sustainable, cost effective and maximises the site.
Project Cost: Site Cost: £99,000; Build Cost: £300,000
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The Design: The design maximises the site views whilst considering the impact of the development on the neighbouring
dwellings. Sensitivity was given to the treatment of the façade on this elevation, we believe that architectural stonework
rather than brick or render helps to make the east and north elevation walls less dense in scale.
A: The building is orientated due south with lots of windows to maximise solar gains.
B: The north elevation has a minimal number of openings to reduce heat loss and maximise thermal mass.
C: The south west elevation has large openings to maximise on the existing view at high level over the valley.
D: The building is located on the northern boundary to maximise the southerly aspect of the site and create a vista as you
enter the site from the south east corner.
E: The driveway is located on the eastern side of the site to minimise the impact on neighbouring properties from vehicle
traffic.
We have produced a building that has the same overall vertical proportion as a standard domestic two storey dwelling
with a 37 degree pitch roof yet we have created a more modern dwelling. The main materials (render and stonework) are
already present in Mexborough and can be seen nearby.
We feel that the building design relates to what is valued about the area, the creation of good quality design.
We believe that the site will look fantastic and will delight and inspire people in Mexborough and the Dearne Valley area.
We believe that this type of development will encourage people from within the local area and externally to aspire to
achieve more.
The Area: The site is in the middle of an existing expanding residential area, where new large and small scale housing
schemes are under development or in progress; our client has lived locally all his life.
As a long established local businessman our client had looked for potential development land in the Mexborough area for
a number of years to find the “ideal building site for his dream home”.
1. The site is private and secure.
2. Our client did not have to relocate geographically from his existing home.
3. Our client is a local businessman whose business has always been based in Mexborough as his father before him and
feels that investment in Mexborough is a worthwhile undertaking as 90% of his work is in the Dearne Valley area.
4. The development of Mexborough and the surrounding Dearne Valley area requires local people to raise the standards,
reinvest and to help maximise local economy. Our client feels a design of this nature is a reflection of the economic rise of
not just Mexborough but the whole Dearne Valley Area.
5. As this site is very private it gave us the opportunity to do something different that would help promote our client, his
business, the local area and demonstrate that fantastic architecture can be delivered on a limited budget.
Project Accommodation: Entrance hall, kitchen / living / dining Space, toilet / cloaks, cinema room, home office, utility
room, double garage, four double bedrooms (three ensuite), house bathroom
Project Special Features: Glass treads in stainless steel staircase, zinc roof, cedar garage door, velfac window system,
double height space in the dining room, two separate balconies on the first floor and a cinema room.

Contemp orar y Staircase

Op en plan k itchen, living and dining

Type of Construction: Traditional construction
Insulated concrete slab, 300mm block work cavity wall, TJI first floor joists, trussed mono-pitched roof structure, zinc roof
deck, aluminium windows, through colour render system, architectural masonry and cedar cladding.
Eco Features: Under floor heating, rainwater harvesting, over insulating the walls, floor and ceiling spaces, south facing
glazing, minimal north facing windows, All white interior and large windows to maximise natural light distribution.
Technology: Cinema room, lutron lighting system, bose speakers throughout in the ceilings, server based music and
movies streamed to any room.
Client: Private client / Contractor
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V iew to e x ternal balcony

Contemp orar y house bathroom

05 Question and answer:
1. Q. Do we fully design in 3d?
A. Yes, we design all our projects fully in 3d. Press me for more 		
information.
2. Q. Do we offer a FREE consultation?
A. Yes, we offer a FREE one hour consultation in our offices at 12C
Bank Street, Ossett, WF5 8NL, by appointment only.
3. Q. Are we a RIBA Chartered Architectural Practice?
A. Yes, we are a fully RIBA Chartered Architects Practice and Martin
Bell is also a RIBA Chartered Architect.

Night view of the house from the south elevation…
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“All our design decisions are
justified in at least two ways.”
Internal view from the op en plan k itchen…

06 Resource list:
MOOD BOARDS:

Great websites for creating and quick and easy
mood boards with your own text based notes of
what you like about the images, both site are free
to sign up to and a must for everyone looking
to undertake some form of renovation project,
extension or new build.

COMPLE TE TR ANSFORMATION

A: Pinterest (http://pinterest.com/)
Check out our Pinterest page

(http://pinterest.com/transformarchi/).

Online picture scrapbook for all things, especially
great architecture

B: Houzz (http://www.houzz.com/)

Online picture scrapbook for all things house
related.

SITE SAFETY:
HARD HATS FOR CHILDREN:
Childrens Regulation Hard Hats: (http://www.
chesterford.co.uk/acatalog/Children_s_
safety_helmets.html)

A website for sourcing regulation hard hats for
children, this site is essential for maintaining
site safety for your families when visiting any
construction photo from a simple renovation to
a complete new build.

PRODUCTS:
COLOURED UPVC WINDOWS:
Rehau, Coloured UPVC Windows

( h t t p : // w w w . r e h a u . c o m / G B _ e n /
Building_ Solutions/PVCu_Windows_
Doors__Composite_Curtain_Walling/)
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E X TENSION WITH A VIE W
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07. O ther produc ts
and ser vices:
The Pod Unlimited

Cost effective contemporary garden rooms and
small extensions.
(http://www.thepodunlimited.com)

Transform Visuals

3d visualisation services - Photo real images of
any architectural building or space.
(http://www.transformvisual.co.uk)

We enable clients to recognize what they want,
visualise what that looks like, find the right people
to make the changes and oversee the contractual
work until the project is completed.

08 About us:
Transform Architects is a dynamic, fresh-thinking, RIBA Chartered Practice
established in 2004 and based in the heart of West Yorkshire. Our speciality is
defining architectural problems with beautiful solutions and transforming lives
through the architecture we produce.

We enable clients to recognize what they want,
visualise what that looks like, find the right people to
make the changes and oversee the contractual work
until the project is completed.

Please visit our WORK IN PROGRESS section of our website
which is updated weekly:
Here you will find links to:
1. Latest news in architecture and planning.
2. Our concepts
3. Our videos
4. Our case studies
5. Projects onsite
6. Help and advice
7. Why use residential architects

Our studio

What can we do for you today?
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Studio Address: 12C Bank Street, Ossett, WF5 8NL
The Studio is open from 9am to 5pm Mon - Fri. (By Appointment Only...)

Phone: 01924 265080
Postal Address: 4 Rushmead, Court, Ossett, WF5 0NZ
E-mail: info@transformarchitects.co.uk
web: www.transformarchitects.com

Mar tin Bell - RIBA
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